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Our Mission: 
Reflecting Godõs 
Light through love 
and service. 
 
Our Vision: 
The Fatherõs loveé 
Our love. 
 
Christõs lifeé 
Our light. 
 
The Spiritõs worké 
Our hands. 
 

-- Adopted November 21, 2010 

A Newsletter from Peace  
Evangelical Lutheran Church  

South Haven, Michigan 

In this issue:  

 
Humbug! 
 
PTõs PC 
 
Pub Theology 
 
Holiday Services 
 
Education Events 
 
Salmagundi 
 
Healthy Corner 
 
Blue Christmas Service 
 
Family Christmas  
Party 
 
Giving Tree 
 
New Leaders 

Calendar  

Who Am I???  
 
I was a priest charged with 
keeping incense burning in 
the Temple.  The angel Ga-
briel appeared to me and 
told me I was to be a father. 

See the Answer on Page 3. 

Q Dec 1 - Hanging of the 
Greens, 10 - Noon  
 
Q Dec 8 - Family Christmas 
Party, 5 p.m., Fellowship 
Hall 
 
Q Dec 14 - Quiet Christ-
mas service, Church of the 
Epiphany, 7 p.m. 
 
Q Dec 16 - Youth Christ-
mas Program, 11 a.m. ser-
vice 
 
Q Dec 23 - Left Hand 
Band Service, 11 a.m. 
 
Q Dec 24 - Christmas Eve 
services, 5 & 11 p.m. 
 
Q Dec 25 - CHRISTMAS, 
10 a.m. service 

Humbug!  
December 19 marks the 
175th anniversary of the 
publishing of Charles Dick-
ensõ novella, òA Christmas 
Carol.ó It is a story of an 
aged miser, who, on  
Christmas Eve, is visited by 

the ghosts of his former partner and three others who 
reveal his past, present, and future.  Shaken to the 
core by the experience, Ebenezer Scrooge awakens 
Christmas morning a changed man, vowing to share 
his wealth and prosperity with others.  The book reso-
nated with its 1843 Victorian readers: it sold out by 
Christmas Eve!  It continues to be a holiday favorite 
on radio, TV, films, and cartoons today. 
 
In December 1957, 119 years after Dickensõ tale first 
appeared, Theodor Geisel created a new character 
in a childrenõs picture book, called òHow the Grinch 
Stole Christmas.ó Similarly, the Grinch [the only adult 
in any of Geiselõs childrenõs books] is changed by the 
kindness of the Whos in Whoville. 
 
These modern-day Aesops reveal an innate aspect of 
human nature.  While neither story was intentionally 
written as a religious piece, we see moral concepts in 
each.  Envy and greed play the initial motivational 
force:  Scrooge with money; Grinch with toys.  These 
forces continue to plague us today, live and in living 
color.  Modern-day Scrooges/Grinches hoard their 
òwealthó and only give unless there are strings at-
tached, as in òWhatõs in it for me?ó Yet, in all of this 
din for more money > more stuff > more power, we 
see examples of great generosity and acts of kind-
ness: the Iowa woman who won the lottery earmark-
ing the majority of her windfall to charity; the Grand 
Rapids boy collecting blankets for the homeless; pre-
paring turkey sandwich meals for those who work on 
Thanksgiving Day.   
 
The morale of the two stories:  LOVE WINS!  Scrooge 
and Grinch realize their òAhaó moment.  Our Lord 
Jesus is ready to be a part of yours.  This Christmas 
season open your hearts as gifts to God.  Humbug be 
dashed! 
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PT½s PC  
 
How do you #pictureAdvent? 
  
December is upon us again and that means that 
Christmas is around the corner and thereõs lots of stuff 
to be had, and things to be bought, and trips to be 
planned, and exams to be taken, and things to look 
forward to.  In the life of the Church, December 
means Advent, a season of the year where we pre-
pare for the advent, or coming, of Christ.  We pre-
pare to receive a little baby who will change the rest 
of our lives and the lives of humanity.  We prepare 
and keep alert with our eyes, minds, and hearts open 
to who is before us. 
  
One of my favorite Advent anthems that our choir 
sings is called òThe Yearningó by Craig Courtney and 
some of the words are these, òThere is a yearning in 
hearts weighed down by ancient grief and centu-
ries of sorrow. There is a yearning in hearts that in 
the darkness hide and in the shades of death 
abide, a yearning for tomorrowé There is a yearn-
ing that fills the hearts of those who wait the day of His appearing.ó As we en-
gage in this Advent season together, what we engage and kindle in us is the 
yearning of our hearts to receive and see Godõs light for the world, Jesus.  We 
are yearning for Jesus and we are yearning to show the world who Jesus is and 
what Jesus means. 
  
Thatõs why I invite you to join me again this year in #pictureAdvent (the number 
sign is a hashtag that collects posts on social media sites into one place so you can 
search and see things related to each other).  Picture Advent is a movement that 
we participated in in 2015 that stresses our active yearning and watching.  Below, 
you will find all of the days of Advent listed with a word and a scripture reading 
that relates to the word.  The scripture reading is short, and I invite you to read 
the scripture and give some thought to the word for the day.  After you have envi-
sioned the word, if you have a camera or a smartphone (you can even take just a 
mental picture), take a picture of something that day that reminds you of that 
word.  You can share it on social media if you want with the hashtag 
#pictureAdvent and maybe include #PeaceSoHa so we can see and search each 
otherõs pictures.  [Please see the schedule on Page 8.] 
  
I get excited about Picture Advent because it is an active way we can all watch, 
wait, yearn, and prepare together for Jesusõs birth and ministry and it helps us to 
focus on images that are positive and hopeful in contrast to everything that we 
have been seeing lately.  Also, if you join me in this endeavor, we will be joining 
with other Christians across denominations who are also picturing Advent together.  
Imagine if your family did this together, or if a group that you belong to did this, 
or if you did this with a friend.  Imagine the impact all of these pictures would 
have on our world, not to mention our preparations to receive the precious, price-
less gift of God in the flesh! 

--  See PT½s PC continued on Page 3 



Potluck  

Join us for the Senior 
Social Potluck Luncheon 
the third Thursday of 
each month! 

Our Weekly Worship Rhythm 
 

Z   Sunday mornings - 8:30 and 11 a.m. - Worship: Liturgy of Holy Communion 

Z   Sunday mornings: 9:30 a.m. - Peace Café Breakfast  

Z   Sunday mornings: 9:45 a.m. - Adult Choir Rehearsal  

Z   Sunday mornings: 9:45 a.m. - Adult Forum  

Z   Sunday mornings:  10 a.m. - Sunday School - for all children from pre-school 
to Grade 5 

Z Mondays - Monthly: Congregational Council meeting, 6:30 p.m., Library 

Z   Thursday Evenings: 7 p.m. - Worship: Brief Order of Holy Communion 

Pub Theology is a small group ministry 
that tackles questions of faith and life in 
an informal atmosphere.  Join us as we 
talk about where God is in the midst of 
our lives - all are welcome to join us.   
 
NOTE: We will NOT meet in December.  
We will be back in action on the third 
Tuesday in January.  C-U there! 

Who Am I?  Answer 
from Page 1  
 

Zechariah 
 

[Luke 1:13] 

ºLike» Us 
 
Check out our Facebook page, our Web site 
(www.peaceinsouthhaven.org), or our mobile app to access sermons or 

to help keep up with whatõs going on at Peace!  
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Between the Lines: Charles Dickens wrote ñThe Christmas Carolò in six weeks. 

However you choose to prepare and yearn this Advent, know that I wish you always many blessings and the 
challenge to be inspired to see the world a little differently this month.  Safe travels if you make a journey for 
the holidays and the peace of Christ our Savior be with you always. 
 
Picturing Advent with you, 

--  PT½s PC continued from Page 2 

Hanging of the Greens  
 
The annual church decorating event gets the sanctuary, gathering 
space, and fellowship hall ready for Advent and Christmas. We 
invite you to join us as we decorate for the Advent season on Sat-
urday, Dec. 1 from 10 a.m. ð noon. 

https://www.facebook.com/peaceinsouthhaven/
http://www.peaceinsouthhaven.org
http://www.peaceinsouthhaven.org/

